iA /m 



i'ir3. Mary Ferrell 
44 6 HolliJid ave., 

Dallas, TX 75219 
Dear Mary, 

You and I are, indeed, as you say, blessed. What few people r eali se is that 
without Id.1 what I've done would have been impossible. You've no idea the amount of work 
that went into those countless, interminable affidavits u ed to fight all those FOIA 
cases. And so much more that she did, besides just being there. Locally, however, there 
is recognition of what she's done and I hope that in about a year or so there will be a 
meaningful expression of it. 

She appreciated your lottor when it came and she's batik as loo o now, headache 
having kept her awake muxh of tho night. But despite them, her arthritis that is every- 
where from her head down and her liiatal hernia she makes out fairly well. Although she 
doesn't say so I think worry is part of her sleeplessness. 

Bsople have been just wonderful and with what you've gone through you know how 
much that can mean. Within two days of my last hospitalization all tho many old f olks 
who get thoir proscribed exercises at tho mall to which I've been going almos t 10 years 
now and some of the employees got a 1 rge card, took up a collection, and had a basks* of 
fruit two volunteered to drive to Baltimore to give me. And did. Sven the nurses were 
impressed by all those signatures on a oard. «. ifeighbqr, much younger but who had a hy- 
pass operation several years ago, bring:: tho mail and papers in, reverse order, tho papers 
about daylight, because the weather has boon too bad for til to be walking that long lane 
that gets and stays icey when I':.; not able to keep it clean or see to it that someone 
else does that. Three days a week he doean t have to bocauso the technologist from the 
lab that has been taking my blood twice weekly for 15 years bring:; the papers in when he 
comes, iind ho puts the nail in the box .hen he leaves. So many little 'things these 
that mean so much. Mostly the thoughtfulness is what we appreciate, and after two weeks or 
more - more, Monday will be a month - I'm still getting cards from the walkers who were not 
there when they all signed the one they sent. Mostly we kno < each other by first mime 
only and some of those not the brightest take a little longer to leaft how to address the 
envelope. And tion t include their last names so * can respond! ...What I 'me saying is that 
everybody has been just wonderful tmd you know how much that helpe one get well. 

When Bud learned that this surgery was coming he offered to drive me up to Baltimore 
and to drive mo home. Mice of him, too. But whe I went up for the catheterization that 
confirmed the need for the surgery u hi p Sleby drove me homo for tho second tine. First 
was after the cataract was removed a little more than a yer ago. Hi's youn^jr sister has 
retired to Frederick andnahe'd have provided all the transportation only when she took me 
up for the catheterization she was waylaid by a deer, who did about #5,500 of damage to her 
car.. ..I'd not knowr. that thejr had to close up their Dallas archive and I'm sorry they 
had to. Some of these days ud will stop off on his way to or from his in the 

fostem part of the state and he'll bring up up to date.... Jim stays so buoy I don t hear 
from him often but he aeems to have taken an interest in what I suspect is a coming FBI 
anear of mo based on records I8d just gotten that are a prejudicial and wrongful 
selection of what they have and withheld from me for years. These they admit are in 
resjttwe to requests by others of which * am tie subject. How 1 wish I were a young nan of 
62 again so I could really fight tbs bastards! (I'm 5 months from 77.) 

I know very well what you mean by what hapoebs if you sit only a lt~ile too long. 

It hapijena to mo and has for almost a decade. I can^t walk too long, which is a real 
Problem and has been for the same length ox’ time, because of venous obstructions. They 
limit t e return circulation and soon there is no oxygen in ny leg and thigh muscles. That 
is happening even more ri^it now bee. use they've had to reduce the amount of anticoagulation 
on which I’ve lived since 1975 at least until ul, they worked on at and around tho heart 




1 has little prospect of hemorrhaging. If 1 get wound, up in what I ra typing and forget 

1 to get up and walk a bit every 15-20 minutes I’ve leas control over my legs and that 

I means danger of falling when a simple fall can be fatal. 

] Pretty mu c h the same with walking. the past, that is. I've still to learn about 

I the future but I think I'll get back to at least where I was. Prior to this latest 

! surgery I'd b uild ay walking capability up to where 1 could t ke 500-550 stops without 

I any loos of control over m legs and once or twice each early morning I walked until I 

\ could barelffcr shuffle ny feet. I tliink this did stretch the minor blood vesela, enlarged 

I then so they could cany more. Some very olah ty and extraordinarily cheap e polio bought 

| "ny" and would not let us inside until 0, in practise mostly abouy 7»30. So, they 

having an illuninated ;>orking lot, I got there early, sometimes before 5, wlaked, saj: 
and rood in the oar while listening to the bk&bkk stereo, walked again, etc., until it got 
too cold. Which is about when I wont to Johns ^opkins anyway. 

I oan^t s tand still at all now. x hope that will change when can move more. My 
legs engorge with blood t’lat fast. So, I don o t stand still. And make out anyway. 

Wo learn to adapt and we do, as you have. And as you've learned, we can still bo 
useful and are. Every reason why you should work part-time and do some good. 

Our neighborhood i» changing, too* only not like yours. More of the farm Ion* is 
now growing houses and at least one has out into out water supply and come the spring 
I think we'll have to put in a new well. There is a limt to how close any houses can 
be buil t bee use wo own more than 5 acres. Sily our house is almost on one property lino 
and before bng there will paabably be a cpuple of new houses there, ^un't be* too close 
and who knows, may be fine people wo' 11 like to have nearby. 

Please excuse the typos. I've been sitting too long and it is about tine for the 
| technologist, who stops off to take my blood on his way to work. 





